
Collectively, Charlie Edwards 
and Dick Stafford have faith-
fully supported Mt. Bethel 

UMC of Marietta for over 50 years. 
By establishing legacy gifts with the 
Georgia United Methodist Founda-
tion, they have ensured financial sup-
port of their church’s ministries will 
continue long after they are gone.
   Charlie serves as chair of Mt. Bethel 
UMC’s endowment committee. “My 
responsibilities are to create an en-
dowment fund which will ensure the 
success of the church, not just now, 
but into the future,” he said. Endow-
ments provide a permanent fund or 
source of income to maintain church 
buildings, generate funds for mission 
work or enhance other ministries.
   In 1997, Charlie established a chari-
table remainder unitrust with the 
Foundation. The unitrust enabled 
him to avoid capital gains tax, in-

crease his retirement income, receive 
a charitable income tax deduction 
and leave a future legacy gift to      
Mt. Bethel UMC.
   It comes as no surprise Charlie en-
couraged his close friend Dick to es-
tablish a charitable gift annuity with 
the Foundation. “It provides him 
with an attractive rate of income for 
life and very significant tax benefits,” 
Charlie said. “Eventually, when he 
passes on to the Father, he will leave 
a substantial sum to the church.”
   Dick established two charitable 
gift annuities with the Foundation. 
“It was good for Mt. Bethel, and it 
was good for Dick Stafford,” he said. 
“Leaving a legacy is important to me. 
I believe in the Methodist church, and 
therefore it’s a good cause down the 
line. God comes first, and I have tried 
to do that all my life.” n
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Certificates                              4-Year                  3-Year                  2-Year                  1-Year

Current Rates                  2.35%               1.90%       1.40%               1.20% 

Rates as of November 2012. For current  rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

     Types                                                        Terms                                                        Rates

Construction Less than 1 Year    5.15% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years       4.50%**

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. 
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Investment Performance
The Foundation manages over $85 million of investment funds on behalf of 
United Methodist churches and entities in Georgia.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, entities and               
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates, while providing the financial          
resources to support the Loan Fund.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches and 
entities in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or renovate 
facilities.

Investment Funds         Quarter               Y-T-D                   1-Year             3-Year Average
      

as of 9/30/12      as of 9/30/12       as of 9/30/12        as of 9/30/12

Equity Fund*               5.91% 13.78% 24.44% 10.57%

Fixed Income Fund   1.48% 3.88% 4.94% 5.24%

Returns are net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. Both funds 
are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United Methodist 
Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented on 12/31/09, the 
performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II

In this issue of Faith & 
Money, you will discover the 
many ways the Foundation 
makes a difference in the 
lives of our churches in 
Georgia. We helped Charlie 
Edwards and Dick Stafford 
establish legacy gifts to 
benefit Mt. Bethel UMC. 
By refinancing its loan 
with us, Forest Hills UMC 
will save nearly $30,000 
per year. Bethlehem First 
UMC raised $712,874 in its 
capital campaign, while a 
scholarship enabled Aleta 
Walker to attend Clark 
Atlanta University. The 
Foundation would like to 
have a relationship with 
each of the approximately 
1,400 United Methodist 
churches in Georgia, and we 
need your help in getting the 
word out about our ministry. 
If you would like to have a 
Foundation representative 
come and talk with you or 
your church about the ways 
we can serve as a financial 
resource, please call me or 
Rev. Wayne Racz at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664. 

STAY CONNECTED!
The Foundation offers several ways to Stay Connected! Follow            
us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube or visit gumf.org or    
gumfplannedgiving.org to sign up to receive our latest news.

     facebook.com/GeorgiaUnitedMethodistFoundation

     twitter.com/gaumfoundation

     youtube.com/gaumfoundation

Multiplying Resources for Mission and Ministry                                               Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.



Investors Assist Forest Hills UMC in Retiring Debt

Rev. David Tart, associ-
ate minister of Park 
Avenue UMC in Valdo-

sta, and Prospect UMC mem-
bers in Athens are assisting 
Forest Hills UMC in Macon 
to retire its debt through their 
investment in the Georgia 
United Methodist Foundation 
Development Fund.
   “I needed a place to make a 
low-risk investment. My De-
velopment Fund investment 
is growing, and I have been
very pleased with the re-
sults,” David said. “I know 
that my investment is being 
used to make low-interest 
loans to United Methodist 
churches so they can refi-
nance their debt, expand or 
renovate their facilities.”
   Prospect UMC trustee 
Hazel Landers learned about the 
Development Fund from Athens 
Elberton district superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Gary Whetstone. “We 
were looking for a safe invest-
ment that offered above-mar-
ket returns,” she said. “We 
were happy to support other 
churches and believe it’s our 
responsibility as Methodists to 
look at this as an option.”
   In the early 2000s, Forest Hills 
UMC borrowed funds to expand

its facilities. When it was time 
to refinance its debt a second 
time, this 1,200 member church 
turned to the Foundation. 
   “We needed to find the best 
interest rate, the lowest closing 
costs and the best terms so 
that we could meet our 
“5 Years Forward” campaign 
goal of becoming debt-
free,” said Annette Barnette, 
Forest Hills UMC business 
administrator. “The loan 
opportunity that Frank Craft 
(Foundation director of 
lending services) brought us 
was far and away the best 
possible transaction to enter 
into. It was also the easiest 
commercial loan refinance that 
I’ve ever been a part of, and I 
was in commercial banking for 
16 years prior to working at 

the church.” 
      Forest Hills UMC will save 

nearly $30,000 per year. “Once we 
retire this debt, then those funds 
can go directly into ministries 
that are focused on helping 
the community,” Annette said. 
“For example, our Backpack 
Ministry delivers food to 
local schools so that 390 needy 

children will have something 
nutritious to eat every weekend.” n
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Forest Hills UMC
1217 Forest Hill Road

Macon, GA 31210
478-477-1161

foresthillsmacon.com

Investments by 
Rev. David Tart 
(left) and Pros-
pect UMC (below) 
made it possible 
for Forest Hills 
UMC to refinance 
its debt.

Proceeds from the Pumpkin Patch at Forest Hills UMC support its Backpack Ministry.

Prospect UMC
334 Prospect Church Road 

(off Tallassee Road)
Athens, GA 30607

Multiplying Resources for Mission and Ministry                                               Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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For over 200 years, Bethlehem First UMC has been serving the spiritual needs of its members, the 
community and the world. During the past 10 years, its ministry and missions have experienced 
unprecedented growth. Since 2000, the number of persons worshipping at Bethlehem First UMC 

has grown from 235 to 850, which represents an increase of 262 percent.
   In 2012, Bethlehem First UMC partnered with the Georgia United Methodist Foundation on its “Let 
Our Light Shine” capital funds campaign. “God brought us to where we are today, and we knew we 
needed to prepare for what God has in store for us in the future,” said campaign chair George Otwell.
   As the Foundation’s director of fundraising services, Nancy Young Hruschka played a vital role in 
helping Bethlehem First UMC raise $712,874. “She did an outstanding job,” George said. “From day 
one, she brought organization, structure and previous campaign experience to the table.”
   Senior pastor Rev. Parker Benson agrees. “The Foundation is a great resource. Nancy gave us the as-
surance, affirmation and the direction we needed,” he said. “We couldn’t have done it without them. 
Our church has grown, and people are coming to Christ, because of ministries that the Foundation has 
helped us make available.”
   This Christ-centered church’s top priority is to pay off the debt associated with outfitting the 
R. Harold Harrison Wellness Center with exercise equipment. Campaign proceeds will also be used to 
enhance the sanctuary and fellowship hall, update the children’s wing, beautify the courtyard, prepare 
for future land acquisition, and fund special projects.
   “I am proud of what Bethlehem First UMC has accomplished,” Nancy said. “It’s evident that every-
thing they do is for the purpose of bringing glory to God.” n

Bethlehem First UMC 
Brings Glory to GodA Capital 

Campaign 
Celebration

Bethlehem First UMC
709 Christmas Avenue
Bethlehem, GA 30620

770-867-3727
bigwhitechurch.com

“ “The Foundation is a great 
resource. We couldn’t have 

done it without them.
 - Rev. Parker Benson 

Senior Pastor of 
Bethlehem First UMC

Multiplying Resources for Mission and Ministry                                               Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Scholarship Provides 

Aleta Walker 
with Hope 

for a Brighter Future

The United Methodist Children’s Home, 
the Georgia United Methodist Founda-
tion and the United Methodist Higher 

Education Foundation are helping Aleta 
Walker of Atlanta fulfill her dream of attend-
ing college, a dream that, at one time, seemed 
like a distant possibility.
   For eight years, Aleta was shuffled from one 
foster home to another. In 2011, she moved to 
the UMCH in Decatur to live with her sister. 
“When I first got there, I was transitioning 
to a new school. I had a hard time and was 
picked on a lot because I was different and 
quieter than most of the children,” Aleta said. 
“In my senior year of high school, I thought 
about dropping out because I really disliked 
it. The UMCH kept pushing me forward and 

assured me that better things were to come. They provided tutors and counseling to help with my self-
confidence. They were there for me all around.”
   After learning that Aleta needed financial support to attend college, the Foundation partnered with the 
UMHEF to provide matching $1,000 “Dollars for Scholars” scholarships. “There are so many deserving 
students like Aleta who wish to attend a United Methodist-related institution of higher education, yet are 
unable to do so because they lack financial resources,” said Foundation president Rev. Chuck Savage. “It 
was an honor to help Aleta fulfill her dream.” In 2012, the Foundation awarded $52,000 in scholarships to 
64 other students participating in the United Methodist “Dollars for Scholars” program.
   “This scholarship gave me a glimmer of hope. It meant the world to me. I was so happy and thankful to 
get it,” Aleta said. “I didn’t think I would make it this far, growing up from where I came. I have grown 
closer to God through this experience and do believe that He will lead me through things that I cannot 
handle on my own.”
   Today, Aleta is a freshman at Clark Atlanta University. “After getting my bachelor’s degree in social 
work, I plan to complete my master’s degree, and then go on to get my Ph.D.,” she said. “My ultimate goal 
is to be a social worker in the medical field so I can help patients going through a difficult time. I want to 
be able to give them coping mechanisms and refer them to counselors and different resources to help them 
get back to their normal selves.” 
   If you would like to support the “Dollars for Scholars” program, please contact the Foundation at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.  n

“ “This scholarship 
gave me a glimmer of 
hope. I was so happy 
and thankful to get it.

 - Aleta Walker 
   Scholarship Recipient

Clark Atlanta University
223 James P. Brawley Drive SW

Atlanta, GA 30314
404-880-8000 

cau.edu

United Methodist 
Children’s Home

500 S. Columbia Drive
Decatur, GA 30030

404-327-5820 
  umchildrenshome.org 

United Methodist 
Higher Education Foundation

PO Box 340005
Nashville, TN 37203

800-811-8110 
 umhef.org

Multiplying Resources for Mission and Ministry                                               Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Rev. Wayne Racz Encourages 
Christian Stewardship

As senior vice president of the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation, Rev. Wayne Racz’s 
primary responsibilities are to foster relation-

ships with the churches and institutions of the South 
Georgia Annual Conference and the Foundation’s 
accounts in South Georgia.
   Wayne’s training as an ordained minister, coupled 
with his background as an attorney and certified 
public accountant, plays a vital role in his ministry. 
“I am passionate about helping people realize that 
God has entrusted His resources to us for the pur-
pose of building His kingdom,” he said. “I think 
God is trying to teach us about the joy of giving and 
the joy of sharing. Too often we miss that joy because 
we try to hold on to what God is giving us rather 
than sharing it the way that I believe God intends.”
   Whether Wayne’s helping churches prepare for 
Consecration Sunday, preaching from the pulpit, 
leading a stewardship training event, speaking at 
a Wednesday night supper, working with finance 
committees on budgeting issues, or discussing estate 
planning with potential donors, he rarely overlooks 
an opportunity to talk about including God in the 
last will and testament.
   “When God richly provides, as Christians, we have 
an opportunity to give a final tithe to ministries we 
cherish. Tithing is the practice of giving one-tenth 

of one’s income or possessions to God. The final tithe 
is a way to continue blessing present and future gen-
erations, even after you have completed your time 
on earth,” Wayne said. “Imagine meeting someone in 
heaven who walks up to you and says, ‘Because of the 
gift you gave, I came to know Jesus Christ, and that’s 
why I’m here today.’ What greater impact can you have 
for God’s kingdom than to leave a tithe to your church 
that funds ministries to support a missionary or the 
youth program so that someone may hear the gospel of 
Jesus Christ?”
   Please call Wayne at 912-927-5657 or 877-220-5664 if 
you would like more information on the Foundation’s 
ministry in South Georgia. n

Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to 
churches and entities.

Planned Giving Services to connect United 
Methodists to causes that matter.

Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries 
and future leaders of the Church.

Fundraising Services to assist churches and entities 
with capital campaigns.

Investment Services to manage and grow funds in 
a socially responsible manner.

Endowments to establish a permanent source of 
income to support programs and ministries.

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries


